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Director’s Corner

This newsletter is full
of so many interesting
events, which PEL mem-
bers have participated in
and organized, that I
hardly know where to
begin!

In October PEL vis-
ited the 20th Support
Command for a rehearsal
of a Capability Exercise
(CAPEX) at the sugges-
tion of MAJ Dan Mattei,
PEL 05. COL Thamar
Main, PEL 01, provided
context for the 20th’s
work over lunch before
our visit. Thank you
both!

On 3 December 20 PEL
members attended the
CTR Symposium at NDU
and heard President
Obama speak. A number
of members met NDU’s
14th President MG Gregg
Martin, USA.

Also in early December
Mr. Chris Turner, PEL 05,
and his colleagues started
a WMD Community of
Practice at GAO. 1ap-

plaud this self-generated
activity by PEL members!
It will help build connec-
tions between people at
GAO working on WMD-
related issues, thereby
bringing order to the
analysis and, perhaps as
a result, the practice of
addressing WMD-related
issues in the USG.

Just last week PEL had
a stellar visit to the CIA
organized by two PEL
members. I want to
thank them for organiz-
ing the day, lining up
speakers, and getting the
wonderful photo taken of
the group over the seal.
You have set a high bar!

I hope others will follow
your lead and work with
us to organize similar
visits. Thank you to Mr.
Paul Dodge, PEL 04, for
writing up the visit for
the newsletter.

As we follow the Presi-
dent’s direction to reduce
travel, I would like to
increase visits here in the

National Capitol Region.
I realize this leaves out
almost half of PEL mem-
bers who live and work
elsewhere, so we’ll try to
be creative about ways to
include you in these ex-
periences. All sugges-
tions welcome!

Last but not least, you
will see a new column
featuring PEL members’
good news. It’s there to
highlight your personal
and professional achieve-
ments. Please send your
good news over the next
two months for inclusion
in the next newsletter.

Let me conclude by
wishing you all a happy
and healthy 2013! Ilook
forward to seeing you all
in the new year.

The Center Recommends...

e Paul Bernstein recommends Robert S. Litwak’s Outlier States: American Strategies to
Change, Contain, or Engage Regimes (Woodrow Wilson Center Press with Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2012).

e Forrest Waller recommends Israel’s Secret Weapon, a BBC documentary from
2009 about Israel’s WMD programs as uncovered by journalists following Israel’s
legal case against Mordechai Vanunu —http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?

v=D5CP60SDEVI
Continued on page two
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The Center Recommends, cont.

Robert Peters recommends the movie Contagion (2011), which he describes —somewhat tongue in cheek — as “a humor-
ous take on the Public Health System, interagency coordination, critical infrastructure survivability, and domestic crisis

management.”

PEL Members’
Good News

GAQO’s WMD Community of Practice
Chris Turner, PEL 05

©On 17 September 2012 LCDR Guy
Snodgrass, PEL 05, began work as
Speechwriter to the Chief of Naval Op-
erations, service chief for the U.S. Navy.
In this capacity Guy works directly with
the head of the Navy to craft remarks
for all speeches, public events, and con-
gressional testimony. Unlike other
branches, Guy is the sole speechwriter
to the CNO which keeps him actively
engaged. “I'm not sure why the CNO
picked an engineer to come write
speeches” says Guy, “but it has proved
to be an incomparable opportunity to
witness firsthand senior-level decision-
making. On any given day I'm asked to
write about topic ranging from person-
nel issues, to climate change, to the
composition of Naval Aviation in 2025,
to the latest Air Force and Navy posi-
tion on the Air-Sea Battle concept. It's
been a phenomenal education.”

© LCDR W. Todd “Sawdawg” Sawhill,
PEL 04, and his wife welcomed their
third child, a daughter, on 2 October
2012.

© On Friday, 5 October 2012, Dr. Julie
Waters, PEL 04, married Ms. Joanna
Capps in a civil ceremony in Washing-
ton, DC.

© Jason and Loren Shell are delighted
to announce the birth of their daughter,
Grace Elisabeth Shell, born on 11 Octo-
ber 2012.

© On Sunday, 2 December 2012, Mr.
David Michaels, PEL 05, became en-
gaged to Ms. Allison Goldstein. The
next day he attended the CTR confer-
ence. It was a whirlwind 24 hours!

In early December 2012, PEL members
at the U.S. Government Accountability
Office (GAO) kicked off a Community
of Practice (COP) for WMD issues.
GAO conducts a significant amount of
work on WMD issues, serving as a
bridge between Executive Branch agen-
cies addressing these issues and the
Congress. For example, GAO recently
conducted a detailed analysis of issues
across the WMD spectrum, including
U.S. nuclear weapons targeting, DoD
WMD response capabilities, and sanc-
tions on Iran. In the same way that PEL
provides for knowledge sharing and
professional development between
agencies, GAO’s WMD COP will facili-
tate achievement of these goals within
our agency. This is important, given
the breadth of the agency’s WMD work,
which crosses several different GAO
teams.

The WMD COP will bring together
staff from across GAO to learn, share
information, and network to increase
appreciation for the challenges posed
by WMD and the complexities of poli-
cies designed to respond to them. In
addition, the Community of Practice
will enhance GAO'’s role as an inter-
agency facilitator through regular pres-
entations by internal and external sub-
ject matter experts and trips to WMD
sites of interest in the national capital
region. By providing an agency-wide
forum for staff working on issues sur-
rounding WMD, GAO’s PEL members
have created the WMD Community of
Practice to implement PEL’s guiding
principal of developing the next genera-
tion of WMD professionals to maximize
the U.S. government’s ability to effec-
tively combat WMD threats.

More about Chris Turner, GAO
As a Senior Defense Analyst and
Analyst-In-Charge in the Defense Capa-
bilities and Management Team in the
U.S. Government Accountability Office,
Mr. Turner works with other national

Chris Turner, GAO, in what appears to be
an undisclosed location
Photo courtesy of Chris Turner, GAO

security professionals across the gov-
ernment, facilitating inter-agency coop-
eration on key national security issues,
and supporting the Congress in making
Executive Branch national security or-
ganizations more efficient and effective.
He routinely briefs congressional
staffers and leads teams that conduct
complex, inter-agency projects, working
with national security professionals in
dozens of different offices in the De-
partments of Defense, State, and En-
ergy; the Intelligence Community; and
the Congress. For example, he recently
completed a project in which his team
worked with OSD, the four military
services, DLA, and the House Armed
Services Committee, examining the ef-
fectiveness of a technology used to track
critically important items, including the
Air Force’s nuclear weapons related
material.
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Central Intelligence
Agency Visit
Paul Dodge, PEL 04

20th Support Command Visit
Sarah Beth Cross

PEL members and WMD Center
staff visited the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) headquarters on 13 De-
cember for a full day of classified brief-
ings and discussions about proliferation
and intelligence analysis. Two current
PEL members, employed at the CIA,
planned and hosted the event. PEL
members from the Departments of
Commerce, Defense, Homeland Secu-
rity, State, and the FBI attended.

Officials from the Weapons, Intelli-
gence, Nonproliferation, and Arms
Control (WINPAC) Center, within the
CIA’s Directorate for Intelligence,
briefed the group on WINPAC’s mis-
sions and activities. During briefings
and the detailed roundtable discussions
that followed, PEL members learned
from WINPAC analysts and a represen-
tative from the Counter Proliferation
Center. The analysts described their
roles within the CIA, the broader Intelli-
gence Community, and as part of the
interagency. The presentations in-
cluded examples of counter prolifera-
tion and interdiction successes related
to WMD.

PEL members also heard from the
CIA’s Military Affairs office. An Air
Force Lt Col, who is detailed to the CIA,
described his role in facilitating coop-
eration between CIA and DoD from the
tactical level up to the interagency level.

The afternoon sessions consisted of
briefings on Syria’s nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons programs. PEL
members had the opportunity talk in-
depth with CIA experts about how col-
lecting intelligence and on-the-ground
factors could influence the evolving
Syria situation facing the WMD policy
community.

The visit concluded with a guided
tour of the CIA Museum, which fea-
tures numerous examples of hardware
and narratives from actual CIA opera-
tions.

See page six for an incredible photo!

On 24 October a group of PEL mem-
bers visited the 20t Support Command
(SUPCOM) at Aberdeen Proving
Ground to attend a rehearsal of a Capa-
bility Exercise (CAPEX). A CAPEXis a
venue which showcases the capabilities
of an organization. In this case the 20th
SUPCOM briefed about the Standing
Joint Force Headquarters-Elimination
construct and demonstrated its sensi-
tive site exploitation capabilities and
mobile laboratories. As observers, we
got to see tactical forces demonstrate
how they would conduct elimination
operations.

capability assessments, and the acquisi-
tion process.

The CAPEX began with a command
brief delivered by COL Tom Lan-
gowski, USA, Deputy Commander of
the 20th SUPCOM. He gave a compre-
hensive overview of the 20ts back-
ground, mission, and organization, and
he addressed capabilities and mission
areas in more detail, including: re-
sponse to CBRNE contingencies, do-
mestic responses, and contingency re-
sponse. The Command’s footprint is
very large; it is staffed by more than

]

Destruction Timeline

5,100 soldiers and 230 civilians, who are
‘ lo-

PEL Members and Staff with COL Tom Langowski, USA, Deputy Commander of the 20th

SUPCOM and Mr. Ray Van Pelt, CBRNE Advisor

Photo by Ms. Pamela Silcox

The day began at 0900 at NDU for a
0930 departure. Dr. Sloane drove the
participants up as a group in a large
van. After a very smooth trip we ar-
rived in Edgewood, MD for an early
lunch at a local treasure called Tacos
Tijuana. During the meal LTC Thamar
Main, USA, PEL 01, led a discussion
about the 20th SUPCOM. We talked
about the 20t’s structure and mission
and what we would see at the CAPEX
later that afternoon. We also had a
broader conversation about the services,

cated at 19 installations across 16 differ-
ent states, and it operates in five coun-
tries. In addition to actively engaging
and collaborating with agencies in the
United States, the 20th also builds part-
nership capacity abroad for WMD
elimination and CBRNE site exploita-
tion missions. Most recently they have
worked with Israel, Jordan, the Repub-
lic of Korea, Bosnia, the United Arab
Emirates, Tajikistan, France, the United
Continued on page six

Volume 2, Issue 2




Page 4

PROGRAM FOR EMERGING LEADERS” NEWSLETTER

Cooperative Threat Reduction Symposium and Presidential Address
Sarah Beth Cross and Margaret Sloane

On Monday, 3 December 2012, the
Center for the Study of WMD hosted a
day-long symposium on behalf of Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense Ashton B.
Carter, Ph.D. at National Defense Uni-
versity. The event was designed to
review the successes and development
of the Cooperative Threat Reduction
(CTR) program over the last two dec-
ades and to highlight how the program
is expanding and evolving to meet con-
temporary WMD threats. Approxi-
mately 270 participants attended the
event; there were officials from the
White House, Defense Department,
and State Department; members of
Congress; Ambassadors from CTR
partner countries and states belonging
to the Global Partnership Against the
Spread of Weapons and Materials of
Mass Destruction; representatives from
international organizations and non-
governmental organizations; and 20
members of the Program for Emerging
Leaders.

Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN) and
Senator Sam Nunn, Ret. (D-GA) estab-
lished the CTR program as a bipartisan
inijtiative in 1991 in response to prolif-
eration threats posed by the break-up
of the Soviet Union. In 2008 the Secre-
tary of Defense and the Secretary of
State agreed to expand the CTR pro-
gram from 13 to 80 countries. Initially
the program was a led by the Depart-
ment of Defense, but it is now an inter-

Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN) at CTR Symposium
Photo by Ms. Leana Lopez, PEL 03

RO e el N L

.

PEL Members at the CTR Symposium with NDU President MG Gregg Martin, USA and PEL
Director Dr. Margaret Sloane on the steps of Marshall Hall, NDU, Fort McNair

Photo by Ms. Betty Burke-Fox, DTRA

agency effort which spans the globe.
The program contributes to a range of
U.S. national security objectives by en-
hancing the safety and security of
WMD materials, building partner state
capacity to detect and prevent prolif-
eration, and destroying WMD and as-
sociated weapons delivery systems and
infrastructure.

After welcoming remarks from Dr.
John Reichart, Director of the WMD
Center, and MG Gregg Martin, NDU'’s
President, Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Global Strategic Affairs, Ms.
Madelyn Creedon, and the Com-
mander of U.S. Strategic Command,
General C. Robert Kehler, USAF, dis-
cussed how the CTR program has con-
tributed to U.S. national security and
how it is adapting to meet emerging
WMD threats. Both speakers stressed
the importance of maintaining and
growing support for the good work
done under the auspices of the CTR
program well into the future.

The following two panel discus-

sions focused on CTR in an interna-
tional context and in the 21st century.
The first panel included Ambassador
Ahmet Uziimcii, the Director-General
of the Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), and
Dr. David Mukanga, the Executive
rector of the African Field Epidemiol-
ogy Network (AFENET). Ambassador
Uztimcii spoke about how the CTR
program bolsters the work done by the
OPCW to verify the destruction of
chemical weapons and peaceful uses of
chemical technology under the Chemi-
cal Weapons Convention. Dr. Mu-
kanga gave examples of how the CTR
program has grown and empowered
AFENET with funding and expertise
the help strengthen field epidemiology
and health laboratory capacity in Afri-
can countries.

The next panel examined how the
CTR program moves forward. Ambas-
sador Robert L. Gallucci, Ph.D., Na-
tional Security Council staff member
under President Clinton and now

Volume 2, Issue 2
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CTR Symposium and Presidential Address, cont.

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, Senator Sam Nunn, Ret.
(D-GA), and Senator Dick Lugar (R-IN) listen to the President
Photo by Mrs. Katie Lewis, NDU AV

President of the MacArthur Founda-
tion; Ambassador Robert Joseph, Ph.D.,
former Under Secretary of State for
Arms Control and International Secu-
rity under President Bush; and Rear
Admiral Kenneth Bernard, USPHS
(Ret.), M.D., former Special Assistant to
the President for Bio Defense under
President Clinton and former Senior
Political Advisor to the Director-
General of the World Health Organiza-
tion made up the next panel. They dis-
cussed the challenges for CTR, includ-
ing the current fiscal environment and
the need to enlarge the constituency of
political supporters to carry the pro-
gram forward.

In the afternoon, Mr. David Hoff-
man, journalist and author of The Dead
Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War
Arms Race and its Dangerous Legacy,
moderated a discussion between Sena-
tor Nunn and Senator Lugar. During
this portion of the program the Sena-
tors shared stories about how the pro-
gram was initially conceived and im-
plemented. Afterwards Deputy Secre-
tary Carter spoke to praise both Sena-
tors, “they had the vision and the po-
litical courage to act on [their] insights,
to suggest that in order to prevent the
spread of loose nukes in the former

Soviet Union, we needed to
engage —and even more,
assist —the former Soviet

ers whom we declared our
sworn enemies.”

Deputy Secretary Carter
outlined three ways in
which the CTR program
continues to evolve: 1) the
geographic expansion of the
program; 2) the increasing
emphasis on countering the
threat from chemical and
biological weapons; and 3)

program’s partnerships,
both within the interagency
and in the international con-
text.

Secretary of Defense Leon E. Pa-
netta then presented the two Senators
with the Depart-

scientists, generals, and lead-

the changing character of the

tain WMD threats to our national secu-
rity: “I came here in part to say we can-
not let our guard down. This needs to
be a sustained effort across all your
organizations, across our government.
We have to keep investing in our peo-
ple and in new technologies. We have
to sustain the partnerships we have,
and that includes Russia.”

The President also issued a warning
to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad: “I
want to make it absolutely clear to As-
sad and those under his com-
mand: The world is watching. The use
of chemical weapons is and would be
totally unacceptable. And if you make
the tragic mistake of using these weap-
ons, there where be consequences, and
you will be held accountable...We sim-
ply cannot allow the 21st century to be
darkened by the worst weapons of the
2(0th century.”

ment of Defense’s
highest civilian
honor: the Distin-
guished Public
Service Award.

Following the
presentation of
the awards, par-
ticipants moved
to the Lincoln
Hall auditorium
for an address by
President Barack
Obama.

President
Obama opened by
expressing his
gratitude to the
members of the audience, who had
worked to build and sustain the CTR
program throughout their careers both
inside and outside of government, and
praising the work done by Senator
Nunn and Senator Lugar. The Presi-
dent acknowledged the great progress
made by the program but assured the
audience that he knew there was still a
great deal of work to be done to con-

President Barack Obama addressing the CTR Symposium audience
Photo by Mrs. Katie Lewis, NDU AV

Following his remarks, President
Obama took time to greet and thank
many members of the audience. The
atmosphere in the room was full of
energy following an extremely inspir-
ing and thoughtful event. We expected
you learned a lot about the CTR pro-
gram, and we were absolutely thrilled
to share that day with so many of you!
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20th Support Command Visit, cont.

Kingdom, Canada, , Uzbekistan, and
several African nations.

For the purposes of the CAPEX, the
20t SUPCOM used a scenario involv-
ing a facility suspected to house a
chemical weapon stockpile. As partici-
pants, we walked through the tactics,
techniques, and procedures (TTPs) that
soldiers and civilians working for the
20th would use to render such a WMD
threat safe. Soldiers showed how they
would conduct a sensitive site exploita-
tion, decontamination, and the ship-
ment of different types of munitions to
the extent possible given the location of
the exercise. Throughout these demon-
strations civilians also gave presenta-
tions explaining the procedures and
equipment they use for both destruc-
tive and non-destructive analysis of

0' u‘

suspicious material samples and muni-
tions. Our group also had the opportu-
nity to walk around an incinerator that
can be transported to a facility and
used to destroy chemical weapons on
site.

The day concluded with a series of
presentations by a number of organiza-
tions, including the Edgewood Chemi-
cal and Biological Center, the Army’s
Chemical Materials Activity (CMA),
and medical response trainers. Partici-
pants were able to try on masks used
by operators in the field, observe a
demonstration of a field detection kit,
were introduced to some of the train-
ing for treating soldiers and civilians
that come into contact with hazardous
materials, and learned how the United
States is progressing on destroying our

stockpile of chemical munitions. Allin
all it was a very full and interesting
day.

We are very grateful to the 20t Sup-
port Command for including us in the
event and for their hospitality. Special
thanks are due to the 20th SUPCOM'’s
CBRNE Adpvisor, Mr. Ray Van Pelt,
who made it possible for us to be there
that day. Thank you very much!

Before we made our way back to
DC, the Deputy Commander of the
20th SUPCOM, COL Tom Langowski,
USA, and Mr. Ray Van Pelt, were kind
enough to pose for a picture with the
group of PEL members and WMD Cen-
ter staff. (See page three for photo.)

PEL Members and WMD Center Staff visited the Central Intelligence Agency on 13 December 2012
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